
Beacon Academy’s  

Distance Learning Plan 
School Year 2019-2020 

The purpose of this plan is to continue to provide high quality academic and social growth to all Beacon Academy 
students. Beacon Academy will be implementing Distance Learning following the directive of the Governor of 
Minnesota’s Executive Order 20-19 and in accordance with the Minnesota Department of Education’s guidelines.  

You may ask, “What is Distance Learning?” Distance Learning is simply providing instruction and feedback to students 
remotely. Distance Learning is a combination of work packets or online work provided by schools to families in order to 
deliver an education to students while observing the appropriate social distancing to mitigate the projected impact of 
coronavirus in Minnesota. This learning may include the use of computers, phones, videos, work packets, some 
worksheets (though hopefully this lessens over time), face-to-face streaming, and ideally lots of fun student exploration 
and practice time.   

Working with our Administrative Team and Support Staff, our teachers developed learning opportunities that offer a 
combination of online and work packet activities. Distance Learning will not necessarily equal, hour-for-hour, a typical 
school day. Rather this plan has been put in place to coordinate efforts between home and school to keep students 
moving toward proficiency in academics and social and emotional growth. This plan may change throughout this 
Distance Learning period in order to improve delivery of content and student learning opportunities. In short, none of us 
have done this before, and your patience with the teachers and process will be much appreciated. We also understand 
that you did not sign up to send your students to a distance learning program. We, in turn, will be equally patient with 
you and your students.  

As a reminder, all in-person, school-sponsored activities, as well as extra-curricular activities, scheduled during the 
implementation of Distance Learning Period are suspended until further notice.   

1. Communication 

Beacon Academy will use these methods of communication with families: 

 Website 
 Google Site, which launches for Distance Learning 
 Email Notifications 
 Text Notifications 
 Telephone Messages 
 Remind, An online Communication Tool 

2. Distance Learning 
Distance Learning – two options for families 

A. PACKETS: we are sending out work packets that you can either pick up here at Beacon Academy and/or at one of 
our bus stops we’re using for food delivery. No matter what format you chose, we ask that everyone pick-up 
their work packets for week one. If you did not sign up for a bus stop YOUR CHILD’S PACKET WILL BE AT BEACON 
ACADEMY FOR PICK-UP BETWEEN 11 AM – 1 PM ON MONAY.  

or 



B. ONLINE: we have created a Beacon Academy Google Site and teacher sites through Google Suite, which you can 
find linked on the front page of our website. [link here] 

WORK PACKETS 

 Work packets will be delivered to the designated bus stops that we are using for food delivery between 8 am 
and 9 am. The one exception is if you are using Beacon Academy, which is between 11 am and 1 pm.  
  

o Route 1: First Lutheran Church 7708 62nd Ave N., Brooklyn Park 55428                
o Route 2: House of Hope Lutheran Church 4800 Boone Ave N., Crystal 55428      
o Route 3: Central Park 85th and Regent Ave N., Brooklyn Park 55443                                                   
o Route 4: Robbinsdale United Church of Christ 4200 Lake Rd., Robbinsdale 55422                                  
o Route 5: Elim Lutheran Church 3978 W Broadway Ave N., Robbinsdale 55422                                        
o Route 6: New Hope Church 4225 Gettysburg Ave N., New Hope 55442                                                   
o Route 7: Donahue North Park 6632 Annapolis Ln N., Maple Grove 55311                                                  
o Route 8: Word of Peace Lutheran Church 21705 129th Ave N., Rogers 55374          
o Route 9: Beacon Academy 11:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. 

 If you did not sign up for a bus stop YOUR CHILD’S PACKET WILL BE AT BEACON ACADEMY FOR PICK-UP 
BETWEEN 11 AM – 1 PM ON MONAY. 

 Worksheets that need to be returned will be picked up at the bus stop sites on Fridays between 8 am and 9 am.  
 We may move completely to an online format after the first few weeks.  

ONLINE WORK 

 Teachers will post daily work at 9:30 each school day. 
 Students will be able access videos, links, google docs, google forms, google slides, etc. 
 Specialist and student support teachers will also have a pages students will be directed to 
 Completed homework will be linked to the teachers through google, emailed, or texted in 

TEACHERS 

 Teachers will upload work daily and provide weekly packets to families in a distance learning format that helps 
students access academic and social and emotional learning 

 Student Support Services and Special Education Services will be provided in unique ways that assists the 
students in achieving their IEP goals 

 Teachers will have daily videos and links that personalize their work with the students 
 Teachers will be available during posted office hours for phone calls, emails, and text messages through 

controlled access programs that protect the teachers personal cell phone numbers 
 

STUDENT EXPECTATIONS 

Grades K-3 

During Distance Learning Days: 

 I will follow the directions and complete the online and/or work packet learning activities provided by my 
teachers. 

 I will ask my family and teachers for support if I need help. 

Grades 4-8: 

Preparation Prior to Distance Learning Days: 



 I understand how to access my course work from the Beacon Google Site 

 I know how to email my teachers when needed (through the parents’ emails if needed)  

During Distance Learning Days: 

 I understand that my work can be done either with the packets or online each week.  

 I understand that my work packet will contain a week’s worth of material 

 I understand that my teacher will post new learning materials online by 9:30 AM each day. I will check to see 
what I need to do. 

 I will follow the directions and complete the assignments provided by my teacher. 

 I will ask my family for support if I need help. 

 I will know my teacher’s office hours and contact my classroom teacher if I have a question.  

 I understand any work not submitted through work packets or online during Distance Learning will be submitted 
upon returning to school. Students need to be completing the work.  

After Students Return to Building: 

 I will talk to my teacher about completing any work not done during the Distance Learning Period. 

 

FAMILY EXPECTATIONS  

Preparation Prior to Distance Learning Days: 

 I know how to access the materials my child needs for Distance Learning  

 I understand how my child’s teacher is going to communicate with us during Distance Learning 

 I am prepared to support my child and contact their teacher with any questions about the coursework during 
Distance Learning or support my child in contacting the teacher 

 I will contact main office at Beacon Academy if I am currently not receiving SchoolMessenger messages by 
phone, text, or email. 

 I will contact the school if we do not have internet and/or WiFi access at home (this should have been done on 
the survey, but there is still time). 

 I will contact the school if we do not have an appropriate device at home for Distance Learning (this should have 
been done on the survey, but there is still time). 

During Distance Learning Days: 

 I will have conversations with my child regarding their progress on Distance Learning day assignments and 
provide support when needed. 

After Students Return to Building: 

 I will talk with my child about any outstanding work they have from the Distance Learning days. 

3. Getting Help During Distance Learning 



This is a new process for everyone and we will attempt to create a supportive environment for learning. We know things 
will not work smoothly when launching a whole system of learning in such a short period of planning, but we do want to 
be here for you.  

1. Your teachers will be available during the regular school day to answer emails. Voicemails can work, but the 
teachers will be checking them remotely from home, so there may be some lag time in response.  

2. Your student’s case manager, 504 Coordinator, English Language Teacher, ADSIS teacher, Title I teacher, or Early 
Intervention Teacher might be a good place to go if your child has one.  

3. The administrative team is always here to answer your questions or direct you to someone who can help.  

4.  Expectations for time at home 

We know that lives are complicated currently, and every house will look somewhat different in their implementation of 
the this plan. Here are our best recommendations: 

 K – 2 should not spend more than 2-3 hours total on the daily work 
 3-5 should not spend more than 3-4 hours total on the daily work 
 6-8 should not spend more than 4-5 hours total on the daily work 

 

5. Technology  
Beacon Academy has never adopted the one-to-one device management system with our students. We have always 
believed more learning occurs from human interaction and reading and writing, then from videos and swiping and 
typing. Our Distance Learning will seek to continue that focus human interaction and bolster the teacher-student 
relationships.  

We also have to plan for the long-term implications of this pandemic and work to mitigate the amount of contact we will 
have face-to-face as a community. So, we are planning to attempt to go 100% online.   

Access to technology is critical for us to move completely to online learning. Therefore, access to technology and 
Internet access is vital. Please respond to all surveys that have come out and respond to all phone and email 
communications form the school.  

We will work with families that do not have technology, and we will help get that in place in the coming week.  

 Providing a district device to access learning to anyone who lacks an adequate computer device at home. 

 Providing options for families that need intent access  

In addition, during our Distance Learning the expectation is that a telephone may be used to aid our students in getting 
feedback from staff. We will be asking teachers to utilize Remind to help them communicate with the students.  

6. Attendance  
Attendance will be taken by our teachers. This is a requirement by MDE that we track attendance. Attendance is taken 
by setting due dates/times for online assignments and the completion of any worksheets/packets.  

 Assignments done in work packets may eventually start to be collected. Right now, we do not plan on collecting 
the first weeks’ worth of packet materials.  

 Assignments done online will be checked daily.  

 Text messages, emails, phone calls, and other web-based communication tools will be used by staff to reach out 
to you. 



7. Assessments 
Based on the March 25 announcement by Governor Walz, the state is closing the assessment window on Friday, March 
27th. Therefore, Beacon Academy students will not be administered the MCA or the NWEA tests this spring.  

8. Students with IEP and 504 plans 

Beacon Academy is committed to continue to provide our students who live with disabilities a free and appropriate 
public education (FAPE). We are steadfast in our commitment to meet the requirements of Individuals with Disabilities 
Education Act (IDEA), Part B and Part C and Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act.  We are working closely with the 
Minnesota Department of Education (MDE) and all our contracted services to continue to provide the best possible 
service to your students.  

The Special Education Team is working on unique and appropriate ways to communicate, support, and deliver high 
quality special education services. All IEPs and 504 plans will continue to be implemented. The Special Education Case 
Managers will be reaching out to the students and families directly to help set up more supports and communication 
tools.  

9. English Learners  
Beacon Academy will continue to support the needs to the English Learners. We will work to communicate with the 
families who may not speak English as a primary language and support the learning at home through scaffolding 
supports through our English Learner Teacher. English Learners will continue to receive researched based, appropriate 
support that will allow them to access the work packet and/or online content. The English Learner Teacher will be 
reaching out to all of the students within the program to make certain supports are in place and all materials are 
accessible to the families.  

10. Title I, Early Intervention, and ADSIS 

Our Student Support Services will continue to support the individual needs of our learners who have been identified as 
needing more support in language acquisition and/or mathematics. All additional supportive materials will be included 
in the work packets and available through the Student Support Services online sites as well. The Student Support 
Services Team will be reaching out individually to each family to make certain the students are getting the appropriate 
direction and support.  

11. Homelessness 

Our Homeless Liaison and main office personnel have contacted our homeless families and have direct plans in place to 
support their Distance Learning needs. We have: 

1. Contacted the eligible families to make sure food was distributed  
2. Provided extra resources to the families 
3. Shared donated resources with the families  
4. Have plans in place for the Distance Learning Materials and delivery thereof  

11. Childcare 

In compliance with Governor Walz’s Executive Order 20-19 and Executive Order 20-20, school age care will only be open 
to children of families working in Critical Sectors beginning Monday, March 30, 2020. The childcare service is available to 
all Beacon Academy Staff members, as Tier 2 essential employees. If the school is closed based on our 2019-2020 Master 
School Calendar, we will not be open for childcare services.  

  
DATES/TIMES: March 30- May 4 from 7:00AM- 5:00PM 



  
WHO: Currently enrolled Beacon Academy students and students of staff members, ages 5-12 
  
CHANGES IN CHILDCARE: Any changes (ill, changes in daily schedule, change in childcare need) email the attendance line 
at attendance@beaconacademy.com or call 763.546.9999 
  
REGISTER: Register here for the free ongoing care, days and times- https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/PVDYZB6 
  
DROP OFF/PICK UP: Front Entrance at Beacon. You must enter the building to sign children in and out 
  
ILLNESS: All children screened for illness upon arrival. Ill children will be sent home. Parents/Guardians MUST pick up all 
ill children. 
  
CRITICAL WORKERS LIST: (for detailed list, see attached link) 

 Healthcare personnel 
 Emergency Medical Services personnel (full-time workers) 
 Law Enforcement personnel 
 Firefighter personnel 
 Personnel Providing Correctional Services 
 Public Health Personnel 
 Court Personnel (full time workers) 
 Educators 
 Childcare workers 
 MNDoT employees 
 State and local essential IT personnel 
 Medical examiners 
 National Guard (if activated) 
 Water Treatment/Wastewater 
 Day-to-Day Operations for Gas and Electric Utilities 
 Emergency Response for Gas and Electric Utilities 
 Food Distribution Workers 
 Public Works 
 Solid Waste Management (waste, recyclable/organics) 
 Infectious and Hazardous Waste Management 

 

12. Nutrition Services  
Beacon Academy is providing all our students with FREE meals. Bags packed with Breakfast, Lunch and a snack are being 
delivered and/or handed out at 9 different locations to serve our families from all over the northwest metro. This service 
will continue from March 30th – May 4th. Beacon Academy’s Nutrition Services will ensure all students’ nutritional needs 
are addressed and all students in need are receiving food. Meal Distribution Locations are listed below. The times for 
pick-ups are 8 am to 9 am for routes 1 – 8 and 11 am to 1 pm for route 9, the Beacon Academy Building.  

 
 Route 1: First Lutheran Church 7708 62nd Ave N., Brooklyn Park 55428      

             
 Route 2: House of Hope Lutheran Church 4800 Boone Ave N., Crystal 55428  

        
 Route 3: Central Park 85th and Regent Ave N., Brooklyn Park 55443   

                                                        
 Route 4: Robbinsdale United Church of Christ 4200 Lake Rd., Robbinsdale 55422                                  

 



 Route 5: Elim Lutheran Church 3978 W Broadway Ave N., Robbinsdale 55422                                        
 

 Route 6: New Hope Church 4225 Gettysburg Ave N., New Hope 55442                                                   
 

 Route 7: Donahue North Park 6632 Annapolis Ln N., Maple Grove 55311                                                  
 

 Route 8: Word of Peace Lutheran Church 21705 129th Ave N., Rogers 55374   
         

 Route 9: Beacon Academy 11:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m.  
 

13. Community Resources 

Food Shelves 

 Prism Mpls 
 ABC Food Shelf 
 NEAR Food Shelf 
 St. Paul's Food Shelf - Hanover 

Other Food Opportunities 

 List of Restaurants Offering Free Lunches - KSTP 
 Free Kid Meals in Twin Cities Metro Area - Compiled by Washburn Center 
 MPS Meal Pick Up Locations 

Mental Health 

 Minnesota Mental Health Emergency Resources 
 Youth Suicide Warning Signs 
 SAVE- Suicide Awareness Voices of Education 
 Teen Line Online 
 National Suicide Prevention Lifeline 

 
If you are in crisis, you may want to contact a crisis line to speak to a mental health professional immediately. Please 
see below for crisis resources: 

 
 Prevention Lifeline:    1-800-273-8255 
 Crisis Text Line:     text "HOME" to 741741 
 Hennepin County Crisis Response:  612-348-2233 
 The Trevor Lifeline (for LGBTQ youth):  1-866-488-7386 
 Trans Lifeline:     1-877-565-8860 

 
If this is an emergency, please call 9-1-1 or go to your nearest emergency room. 
If you are concerned about the safety of another individual, please call 9-1-1 immediately to arrange for help and 
support. 

County/State Support Options 

 MNSure: Medical Assistance and Minnesota Care 
 DHS ApplyMN: Cash Assistance, SNAP (Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program), Child Care, Emergency 

Assistance 
 MDE Covid-19 and Unemployment Benefits 



How to talk with children about the pandemic 

 Coronavirus Questions for Kids 
 Just For Kids: A Comic Exploring The New Coronavirus - NPR 
 Talking to Children about Covid-19 - Parent Resource from NASP 
 Talking To Kids About the CoronaVirus - ChildMind 
 Talking to Teens and Tweens about the CoronaVirus - NYTimes  
 Manage CoronaVirus Anxiety: Expert Videos for Kids and Grown-Ups - GoZen 
 How to Talk to your Kids about Coronavirus - PBS Kids 
 Coronavirus: Multilingual Resources for Schools  

Cell & Internet Information 

 Free Wifi/internet Options 
 Comcast 
 Charter 
 AT&T 
 Sprint 
 Verizon 
 T- Mobile 

Mindfulness Resources & Activities 

 Mindfulness for Distance Learning 
 Yoga with Adrienne 
 Calm App 

Other Resources 

Ceridian corporation has a program where they will grant people $200 to $5,000 directly to people for clothing, food, 
basic household needs, medical equipment, and personal development (like camps, children’s programs). 
  
People need to apply directly to Ceridian, and it may take them 90 days to decide. 
  
More info: https://www.ceridiancares.com/evaluation.html 
Applications: https://www.ceridiancares.com/application.html 

**Beacon Academy does not endorse any of these agencies, companies, or websites. Our goal is to provide families with 
resources that may be helpful to them and their families** 

 


